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Vítáme Vás! (We welcome you!)
New Member Packet
Welcome to the Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International (CGSI). Our organization is
the leader in providing educational, cultural, historical, and genealogical resources, with a special
emphasis in providing opportunities for our members to discover their heritage. Our focus is
among descendants of ethnic groups who comprised the former nation of Czechoslovakia,
including Bohemian (Czech), German-Bohemian (Böhmisch), Hungarian, Moravian, Ruthenian
(Rusyn), Silesian, Slovakian, and those of Jewish ancestry.
Thank you for becoming a member! Enclosed in this New Member Packet are materials that will
encourage you to connect with others, utilize our services, and bring together information for
your genealogical research. Our hope is that you will find this information useful in your quest
for more knowledge about your family heritage.
Items found within the packet:
Introduction




President’s Welcome Letter
About our Society
How to Contact Us

Information & Services









Library Information and Research
Print Sales Order Form
CGSI Online Resources & Helpful Web links
Submitting your Family Names to the Surname Index
Giving Comes in Many Forms
How to Get Involved
Family Certificates

How to Start





Emigration to America
How to Get Started
Expanding your Genealogical Research
o Finding an Unknown Town of Origin
o Resources for Tracing Your Ancestors
o Resources from the Czech & Slovak Republics
o How CGSI Can Help!

Reference Aids and Tools








Maps of Czech and Slovak Districts
Czech-Slovak-English Word list
4 Generation Ancestral Chart
Family Chart
Name Translations
Examples of European Handwriting

Much more information is available on our website - Please be sure to visit us at:
http://www.cgsi.org and on
Facebook
Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International
P.O. Box 16225
St. Paul, Minnesota 55116-0225
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CZECHOSLOVAK GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
P.O. BOX 16225, ST. PAUL, MN 55116-0225
CGSI.org
Dear New Member,
Welcome to the Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International (CGSI). We
are glad to have you as part of our organization, a network of thousands of
individuals across the US and other countries who have an interest in ancestry
and heritage of the present-day Czech and Slovak Republics.
This handbook contains helpful information for you as a new member. I would
like to highlight some of the ways you can connect, both online and in-person,
to CGSI and other members.
CGSI sponsors and organizes several in-person events throughout the year. Quarterly programs are
usually available as webinars, so members can view and participate no matter where there live. The
biennial CGSI Conference features dozens of presentations over multiple days. It is a fantastic way to
learn and network with hundreds of other CGSI members. Watch for e-mails with updated event
information, and like us on Facebook to see photos and notices of events.
Membership includes our quarterly publication Naše rodina (Our Family). Each issue has a theme and
may include research tips, member resources, history and cultural articles, member queries, our library
bookshelf section, town profiles, and information on upcoming genealogical events. You are encouraged
to submit articles for the publication or tell us of your needs; member input adds to the quality of our
publication. All previous issues of Naše rodina are available online to members in a searchable format.
Please visit our website at CGSI.org and learn how to log in as a member. The site provides excellent
resource information on the society and allows access to the Member Home page. Online materials
available exclusively to CGSI members include:
 Four online searchable databases for various family history data.
 Queries and Message Board areas where you can post messages and questions for other members.
 Education and Webinar section to locate presentations, view videos, and read handouts from
CGSI educational programming.
The CGSI online store sells a large variety of product items, some purchased from the Czech and Slovak
Republics, some from U.S. publishers and a few self-published by CGSI.
The CGSI Library collection contains over 1,200 items including books, gazetteers, maps, microfilms,
and other research materials. The CGSI Library is housed within the Minnesota Genealogical Society
(MGS) Library in Mendota Heights, MN. The collection does not circulate and is available for research
only at the MGS library, however research services are available. See the enclosed sheet on library
research for more information or visit the Library page on our website.
We are an all volunteer society and we invite you to become actively involved. Please read through this
handbook and let us know what interests you.
Again, welcome to CGSI and I wish you success on your family history journey!

Kevin Hurbanis
President

About Our Society
The original society, known as the Czechoslovak Genealogical Society, was founded by Mark
Bigaouette on March 26, 1988 with an organization meeting at the historic Czech-Slovak
Protective Society (CSPS) Hall in St. Paul, Minnesota. The group was initially a branch of the
Minnesota Genealogical Society.
On August 26, 1991 the society formally incorporated and became known as the Czechoslovak Genealogical
Society International. The incorporators were Mark Bigaouette, Dave Pavelka, Eugene L. Kubes, Paul Makousky
and Wallace Oliva. The society also received federal tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code on March 9, 1992, thus becoming independent from the Minnesota Genealogical Society.
CGSI broadened its geographic area of public outreach by holding biennial conferences outside of Minnesota
starting with the 1993 Conference in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Later conferences were held in Green Bay, Wisconsin;
Lincoln, Nebraska; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Houston, Texas; Bratislava, Slovakia; Prague, Czech Republic;
Madison, Wisconsin; Cleveland, Ohio; St. Louis, Missouri; and Chicago, Illinois. 2019 is in Lincoln, NE.
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How to Contact Us

By mail:
Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International
PO Box 16225
St. Paul, Minnesota 55116-0225

By phone:
651-964-2322
Please leave a message and your call will be returned.

By e-mail:
General questions:
info@cgsi.org
Web & Technical Support: webmaster@cgsi.org
Membership:
President:
Treasurer:
Library:
Research:
Publications:
Education:
Conferences:
Hospitality:
Family Certificates:
Publicity:
Store sales:
Volunteers:

membership@cgsi.org
president@cgsi.org
treasurer@cgsi.org
library@cgsi.org
research@cgsi.org
publications@cgsi.org
education@cgsi.org
conference@cgsi.org
hospitality@cgsi.org
familycertificate@cgsi.org
publicity@cgsi.org
sales@cgsi.org
volunteers@cgsi.org

We have a wealth of information available on our website - Please visit us at:
http://www.cgsi.org and on
Facebook

Information & Services

Library Information and Research
Print Sales Order Form
CGSI Online Resources & Helpful Web Links
Submitting your Family Names to the Surname Index
Giving Comes in Many Forms
How to Get Involved
Family Certificates

CGSI Library
The Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International Library is housed within the Minnesota Genealogical
Society (MGS) Library. Staffed by volunteers, the CGSI library collection of over 1,200 volumes
complements other area library holdings. The facility also serves as a meeting place for various committees
and hosts educational offerings. The library offers a place for researchers to talk genealogy, to hear
suggestions on research problems, and to meet other genealogists to exchange ideas.
The library is open to the public at the hours shown below, but please call before you come as we will be
closed if the Twin Cities metro area is under a Winter Storm Warning or a Particularly Dangerous Situation
(PDS) Tornado Watch. The library is also closed when there are no volunteers available.





Wednesdays**
Thursdays
Saturdays
1st Saturday of the month**

10am – 4pm
10am – 8pm
10am – 4pm
1pm-4pm

**Czech and Slovak day
by CGSI volunteers.

On most Wednesdays and the 1st Saturday of the month the library is staffed

You may check the MGS Library calendar
online at: http://mngs.org
We invite you to visit us soon!

Location
The CGSI library is located at:
1385 Mendota Heights Rd, Suite 100,
Mendota Heights, MN 55120-1367
Phone number is 651-330-9312
The library has main-floor, handicap access.
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MGS Library Collection
The MGS Library Collection includes CGSI holdings and is organized into the following groupings:


Foreign – Each ethnic group has their ethnic specific book holdings on separate shelves with call
numbers that identify the group; for example: CGSI books in the “Foreign” group have a call
number beginning with Frgn Cze – example: Frgn Cze 410 Str



State – All holdings in this category are grouped by state. The call numbers for books in this
category begin with US, with the second entry designating the state; for example, the call number
for all books in the Wisconsin section would begin with US WI, for Nebraska with US NE, etc.
CGSI’s holdings for a specific state are included on the respective state shelf along with those
owned by other groups example: – US Ne 084 Sob



Family History – All books in the “Family History” category are also grouped together in the
library. CGSI’s family histories are included in this grouping. Call numbers for this category begin
with FH – example: FH No 049



Maps – Each ethnic group has their specific map holdings in separate map cabinets. The call
numbers for CGSI’s maps begin with Map Cze – example: Map Cze 89 Kin

You may search the Online MGS Library Catalog at:
http://173.160.105.229:210/m3/apps/m3opac/MGSLibrary
Note: To find CGSI’s books within the MGS library use the “Enhanced Search” function to better target your
search. Select this function by clicking on the “Enhanced” link in the upper center of the page. You may specify
several different inputs to search. For example, you can search on “subject” alone. Or, you may search by both the
“title” and “author”. Use the drop-down menu arrows to select one of the search categories to further narrow and
refine your search criteria.

No Charge Research
We are happy to provide the following at NO CHARGE for CGSI members: help on deciphering town
names in documents, locating town or villages, providing postal codes, and advising on correspondence to
the Czech or Slovak regions. Requests should be sent to research@cgsi.org or by mail to CGSI, P.O. Box
16225, St. Paul, MN 55116. Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope along with your request.

Research Resources
In order to make library resources more accessible to members, CGSI offers library research services for a
fee. We will research selected books and reference materials from our library collection. Common
research request examples are:







Leo Baca’s Czech Immigration Passenger Lists
Berni Rula Census Index 1654
ZCBJ (Fraternal Herald) Death Index
Nebraska/Kansas Czech Settlers book
Family History Books
Telephone directories of the Czech and Slovak Republics

Requests need to be as specific as possible indicating which resources should be searched. We cannot
accept open-ended research requests, such as, “Tell me what you have on the Dvorak family of
Minnetonka, Minnesota”. Research is conducted by CGSI volunteers who will not be able to interpret
any information that is found in a foreign language.

Research fees structure:
Books/Family Histories/Maps/Microfiche:
 Members – $10.00 per 1/2 hour of research
 Non-members – $20.00 per 1/2 hour of research
 In addition, expenses for photocopies and additional postage will be billed.
Telephone Directories of the Czech and Slovak Republics:



Members – $5.00 for each surname per directory plus $.25 for each name/address found
Non-members – $10.00 for non-members per surname per directory plus $.25 for each name/address
found.

Copies of St Paul Archdiocese Church records from the online database (Up to 1934)




The church name, microfilm number, page number and surname are required.
Members – $5.00 for the first copy and $2.00 for each additional copy on the same roll of microfilm
Non-members – $10.00 for the first copy and $3.00 for each additional copy on the same roll of
microfilm

Copies of St Paul Archdiocese Church records Post-1934




The church name, person’s full name, type of record (baptism, marriage, or death), and date or
approximate timeframe +/- five years are required.
Members – $10.00 per 1/2 hour of research
Non-members – $20.00 per 1/2 hour of research

Copies of Leo Baca’s Czech Immigration Passenger Lists
Information from the online database:





The volume number (if known) and surname are required.
Members – $5.00 for the first page of results and $2.00 for each additional page of results
Non-members –$10.00 for the first page of results and $3.00 for each additional page of results
NOTE: Up to 17 passenger records are included in a page of search results from the online
Baca passenger list database.

Information not from the online database found in individual book:




The full name, port of arrival (if known) and an approximate year of arrival +/- five years are
required.
Members – $10.00 per 1/2 hour of research
Non-members – $20.00 per 1/2 hour of research

A minimum charge of $10.00/member or $20.00/non-member must accompany the initial request
for information in one of the following ways:


Requests and the check payment should be sent to CGSI, P.O. Box 16225, St. Paul, MN 55116
along with a self-addressed, stamped envelope.



Email to research@cgsi.org and make the minimum payment of $10/member or $20/non-member
to your credit card in our Online Store, using the Research Services menu option.

CGSI’s researcher will notify you by your chosen method of contact (e-mail or U.S. mail) of the
remaining amount you owe if greater than the minimum charge. Final payment must be made before
results are sent. Additional payments can be made either through the Research Services menu option
online using a credit card, or by check to CGSI, P.O. Box 16225, St. Paul, MN 55116-0225.
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Sales Order Form
Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International
www.CGSI.org
Description
Language
NEW - Say it in Czech Phrase Book for Travelers
Beginner's Czech by Iva Cerna & Jolann Cerna with 2 Audio CD's
Czech Dictionary & Phrasebook by Michaela Burikovova
Czech/English & English/Czech Dictionary by FIN Olomoue, CR - hard cover
Czech/English & English/Czech Dictionary by Nina Trnka
Map of Czech Grammar - 8 pages showing nouns, verbs, cases, etc.
Slovak/English & English/Slovak Dictionary by Nina Trnka
Slovak/English & English/Slovak Dictionary and Phrasebook by S. & J. Lorince

Pages
276
167
223
1104
594
8
359
155

Price
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

7.00
30.00
15.00
34.50
15.00
10.00
15.00
15.00

Travel
Cultural Heritage of Slovakia, Castles/Ruins, Glossy/Color
Cultural Heritage of Slovakia, Most Beautiful Towns, Glossy/Color
Cultural Heritage of Slovakia Wooden Churches, Glossy/Color
PURCHASE ALL 3 OF THE ABOVE ($23.50 Savings)
Slovakia! Traditions Old & New by Cincebeaux, glossy, color photo's
Prague Saints & Heroes of the Charles Bridge The Walking Tour by Pat Martin
Czech or Slovak Auto Atlas, color (Specify country), spiral-bound, 8 1/2 x 11
Czech or Slovak Maps, Specific Village OR Entire Country (specify villages to be
covered)
Czech/Slovakia - Land of Beauty & Change - 80 min DVD
Images Gone with Time, Black/White photos, 1950-1965, all in Slovakia
Slovakia, A Photographic Odyssey, Full color, All Glossy pictures 9 x 12
Slovakia - The Heart of Europe, Castles, History, Festivals, etc.

142 $ 34.50
127 $ 34.50
127 $ 34.50
$ 80.00
172 $ 26.00
110 $ 16.00
130 $ 27.00
$
$
150 $
100 $
55 $

7.50
13.00
29.00
34.00
25.00

Surnames
$ 6.00

Czechoslovak Surname Index Volume 1 - 9 (specify volume) each

Arts/Music
New - A Story of Czech-Slovak Traditions Coloring Book
Bohemian Decorated Porcelain - Many beautiful illustrations
My Antonia - an American classic by Willa Cather
Benches, Not Trenches - a novel from WWI and the Trans-Siberian Railroad
Call of Dudy, Bohemian Bagpipes, DVD 52 Min color includes CD
Czech/Slovak Kroje, in Czech, color (limited edition)
NEW - Czech Kroj, Colored Map with descriptive origins in color
Czechoslovak Culture by Pat Martin (culture, recipes)
Czechoslovak Wit & Wisdom by Pat Martin
Meet the Czech Language in Nature, Family & Heritage

192
269
309
150
176
40
48

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

8.00
34.50
12.00
18.00
19.00
39.50
22.00
11.50
13.00
5.50

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

19.50
9.00
9.00
14.50
11.50
14.00
9.00
9.00
9.00
9.00

Cooking
Slovak American Touches by Toni Brendel
Cherished Czech Recipes complied by Pt Martin
Czech & Slovak Kolaches & Sweet Treats Recipes
Czech and Slovak Touches by Pat Martin Recipes, History, Travel & Folk Arts
Delicious Memories by Mary Stretton: 13 Stories, 21 Recipes
Kitchen Talk, collected recipes from 1958-1983 from Western Fraternal Life
Quality Czech Mushroom Recipes by Editor Melinda Bradman
Quality Dumpling Recipes
Slavic Specialties from pierogis to kolaches, all of Eastern Europe
Slovak Recipes

192
142
154
143
137
154
150
158
161

Quantity Total

Description
Fables/Legends

Pages

Slovak Tales for Young and Old-New, Color
Fairy Tales of Eastern Europe Retold by Joanne Asala
Czech Proverbs A Loving Word is Better Than Sweet Kolache
The Key of Gold translated by Josef Baudis - 23 Czech Folk Tales

136
157
62
190

Price
$
$
$
$

25.00
14.00
14.00
14.00

$
$
$
$

7.50
7.00
7.50
7.00

Quantity Total

Children's Books
Czech & Slovak Family Tree Fun An Introduction to Genealogy for Children
Castles and Palaces of the Czech Republic and Slovakia Coloring & Activity Book
Christmas in the Czech Republic and Slovakia Coloring & Activity Book
Czech, Moravian and Slovak Traditional Costumes/Kroj

History

NEW Pamatnik Memorial of Czech/Slovak Protestant Congregations in the US,
written in 1900 Translated by CGSI
290 $ 41.00
Slovak American Touches by Toni Brendel
192 $ 19.50
NEW - We Lack for Nothing Now The Czech Settlement of Steele County, MN
319 $ 23.00
Czechs Forever, A Biographical Guide
139 $ 16.00
History of Slovakia: A struggle for Survival by Stanislav J Kirschbaum
350 $ 20.00
Czechs of ChicagoLand, many black/white photos
128 $ 22.00
History of the Slovaks of Cleveland and Lakewood by Jan Pankuch, Published in
Slovak in 1930, Translated to English in 2001
301 $ 25.00
History of Czechs in America by Dr. Jan Habernicht, hardcover w /index. Originally published
595 in$the
49.50
Czech language in 1910, translated to E
History of Slovaks in America by K. Culen, hardcover w/index
411 $ 49.50
Finding Your Slovak Ancestors, Lisa Alzo
383 $ 22.50
Jan Kocur, History of Slovak Pride & the Slovak League of America
263 $ 20.00
Pioneer Stores by Minnesota Czech Residents, 1906-1930, Translated family letters
to home
139 $ 14.00
Remembrances & Testimony, Dr. Jozef TISO and the Slovak Republic 1939-1945
411 $ 11.00
Gateway to a New World, Czech & Slovak St. Paul Pioneers
38 $ 11.50
Slovak Heraldiky Eight Centuries of Slovak Heraldry, color, glossy, Slovak language
295 $ 22.00
Pictures from the Old Country, DVD, A filmmaker's Journey to Uncover Slovak
Heritage
$ 20.00

All Prices Include Shipping, Handling and Taxes
Make checks payable to CGSI. Mail to CGSI, PO Box 16225, St Paul, MN 55116-0225
Prices subject to change without notice. All items are not always available.
You will receive credit or a refund for items that are not available.

Name:
Address:
City, St, Zip:
Telephone: (
Email:

)
Visit our website at www.CGSI.org

CGSI Online Resources & Other Helpful
Web Links
Information technology has changed how we are able to perform research. The world is now literally at
your fingertips! Our goal is to provide you with cultural and family connections enhanced by a global
information exchange experience while furthering your interest in your ancestry and heritage. We are
committed as a leader in the Czech and Slovak Genealogy community to sharing genealogical, cultural,
and historical research materials not commonly available and providing access through your membership
to specialized information resources.
We invite you to discover, contemplate, and learn more as you explore CGSI’s online resources at
www.cgsi.org. We hope you enjoy your experience and return often as we expand and add new resources!
With your new membership you receive access to:











The Member Surname Database is an index of surnames submitted by CGSI members from 1988 to
the present time. This is a tool which will help the family researcher locate and connect with potential
relatives and ancestors.
CGSI Message board where members may post and read messages regarding research, new
information or resources for other researchers.
CGSI Query board designed specifically where members may post and read queries regarding
family names or family locations that they are searching.
The Leo Baca’s Czech Immigration Passenger Lists searchable database is an index of the names of
ancestors based upon their arrival at various U.S. ports. Records are extracted from the nine volume
set of “Czech Immigration Passenger Lists” by Leo Baca. The database contains records which
includes approximately 205,000 names.
The Archdiocese of Saint Paul MN Church Records Database currently contains records from the
St. Paul Archdiocese of Minnesota. Records are only from those churches known to have had a large
number of Czech and Slovak parishioners. Baptismal, marriage, and death records start with the
earliest records available for the church up through 1934.
CGSI Digital Library includes over 100 hours of webinars on immigration, history, and research that
members may view at their leisure. Currently we are adding digital copies of family histories that
have been donated to the physical library (you can submit yours as well). These histories contain
much more information than can be found on subscription websites including pictures and family
stories.
The Karleen Chott Sheppard Database contains over 200,000 index cards of information gathered
from resources across the upper midwest, especially the states of Minnesota, North and South Dakota,
Iowa, and Nebraska. Many of the cards are translations of information from sources originally found
in Czech magazines.
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Genealogical Societies and Other Heritage Groups
These groups are selected for their unique characteristics and holdings that have significant Czech,
Slovak, and other cultural, religious and heritage ties.
Federation of East European Family History Societies (FEEFHS) – www.feefhs.org
This is an umbrella organization that promotes family research in eastern and central Europe focusing on
a single country or group of people to exchange information and be updated on developments in the field.
They have links to historic European maps.
German-Bohemian Heritage Society - http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gbhs/
This society was established to promote, develop, and maintain the strong German-Bohemian culture and
heritage. Has a Surname Index and a number of publications specific to the Böhmisch available.
Immigration History Research Center – http://www.ihrc.umn.edu/
This center specializes in migration, race, and ethnicity in the U.S. and the world and archives
documenting immigrant and refugee experiences. It houses a large collection of Czech and Slovak
American periodicals ranging in dates from the 1860’s to the present day.
Moravian Heritage Society - http://www.czechusa.com/
Has a good immigrant database that provides surnames, villages and locations of settlement in America
Carpatho-Rusyn Society - http://www.carpathorusynsociety.org/
This society specializes in Carpatho-Rusyn heritage recognizing the Carpatho-Rusyn heritage and culture
as one worthy of preserving and perpetuating. They have an online genealogy query archive and an index
of their publications and newsletters.
The Slovak Institute - http://www.slovakinstitute.com/
This society strives to be a source for knowledge about Slovakia with material in the Slovak language.
They have a Slovak surname database available online as well as additional reference materials.
Czechoslovak Society of Arts & Sciences (SVU) – www.svu2000.org
This society is focused on Czech Republic and/ or Slovakia, their histories, peoples or their cultural and
intellectual contributions.
JewishGen – www.jewishgen.org
JewishGen’s mission is to encourage the preservation of Jewish heritage, allowing anyone with Jewish
ancestry to research their roots, connect with relatives, and learn about their family history. Their website
features thousands of databases, research tools and other resources to help those with Jewish ancestry
research and find family members. There is a specific Austrian-Czech Republic database and extensive
links to vital records and immigration information.

© 2014 Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International. All Rights Reserved.

Other Helpful Web Links
The following are a few major resources for many of our researchers. For a more comprehensive listing of
links to online information please see our CGSI website at www.cgsi.org and click the Links section.
National Archives - http://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/
The U.S. National Archives in Washington, D.C. is a major source for U.S. Federal Census Records,
Immigration Records, Passenger Lists, Land Records, Military Records, and some Naturalization records.
They also have excellent tips for how to care for your family archives.
USGenWeb Project - http://www.usgenweb.org/
This project is committed to providing free genealogical research websites in every county and every state
of the United States. Much local historical information can be found within specific county pages.
Cyndi’s List - http://www.cyndislist.com/czech/
A comprehensive, categorized & cross-referenced list of links that point you to genealogical research sites
online. Listing of every topic relating to genealogy, neatly indexed, with a specific category for Czech
Republic and Slovakia specific links.
Emigration, Immigration & Migration
Along with the items found in the National Archives, each of the following sites has extensive
information and databases with which to search for your relatives.





CastleGarden Immigration Center - http://www.castlegarden.org/ This website houses a database
of information on 11 million immigrants from 1820 through 1892 predating New York’s Ellis Island
The Ellis Island Foundation - http://www.ellisisland.org/ Their website contains information on the
more than twenty million individuals that passed through Ellis Island immigration from 1892-1924.
Galveston Immigration Database - http://www.galvestonhistory.org The database includes names of
passengers and members of their traveling parties, age, gender, occupation, country of origin, ship
name, dates of departure and arrival, and destination in the United States.
FamilySearch Migration & Naturalization – A listing of all records and images collected by this
organization and can be filtered by country and location. Includes the major ports of American
immigration: Baltimore, Boston, Philadelphia, and Louisiana port records as well as Hamburg
records at https://familysearch.org/search/collection/list/?page=1&recordType=Migration

Additional Resources
 Czech Dictionary - http://cs.bab.la/slovnik/anglicky-cesky/
 Slovak Dictionary - http://slovnik.azet.sk/
 Czech Surname Frequency - http://www.kdejsme.cz/
 Searchable Czech Map - http://www.mapy.cz/#
 Search street maps of present‐day Slovak towns by Hungarian or Slovak name:
http://www.radixhub.com/radixhub/sources/streetmaps_of_towns_in_slovakia_by_zoznam.sk
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Submitting Your Family Names to
the Member Surnames Index
The Member Surnames Index is a collection of surnames that have been compiled by CGSI
members over the past 30 years. We encourage you to add your information to the database
as a way to network among members, foster communication, and establish new family ties.
Through the years the indexes were published as nine softcover books which are still available
for purchase in our store. More recently, those editions have been added to an online
database and are searchable in the Members Only section of the CGSI website. The
information can be searched by surname, city/village of origin, and immigration area (i.e.
destination place).
In addition to the information in the published indexes, the online searchable surname
database includes postings and updates by members directly to our website. Members are
encouraged to submit their family name, location (city and country) where their relatives
were born, married, died, or lived in the Czech or Slovak lands, and the location they settled
in when they immigrated.
The index includes:
1. An alphabetical listing of names being researched by our members
2. The city/village where the ancestor came from in the former Czechoslovakia
3. The city, county, state(s) or province where the family immigrated to in the United States,
Canada, etc.
4. Comments about the family entered by members
5. The name, address, and email address of the members who submitted the surname(s)
Submit your family names by logging on to the Members Only section of our webpage at
www.cgsi.org or via mail using the Surname Form.

Czechoslovak Genealogical Society
International Surname Submittal Form
Surname

Czechoslovak Area of Origin

Emigrated to
City, State, Province

Example: Kvetensky

Usti nad Orlici, Bohemia

Omaha, Nebraska

Submitted by:

________________________

Member#

____________

Address:

______________________________________________________

City, State

_____________________________

Zip

_________________

Return by mail to CGSI, P.O. Box 16225, St. Paul MN 55116-0225
You may also submit your family names directly to the surname database by logging on to the
Members Only section of our webpage at www.cgsi.org.
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Giving Comes in Many Forms
CGSI receives the majority of its funding through memberships and member gifts. Your contribution
of any size makes it possible for us to continue to provide support and services to our Czech and
Slovak community now and for many years and generations to come. While some gifts may be large,
many are small, but regardless of size, all financial gifts are welcome! Gifts can come in the form of
money, property, or personal assets any time during your life or as part of your estate.
Current projects in need of additional funding include:
 Acquisition and preservation of rare library holdings unique to our Czechoslovakian heritage
 Digitization of Czechoslovakian name and place registers for inclusion on our website
 Design and implementation of our next generation website, making it more user friendly and
enhancing the content
 Providing educational content on our website to support research, culture, history and tradition
of the Czech and Slovak peoples
 Support for volunteer efforts to digitize the holdings of local Czech and Slovak groups to
preserve their records and make them available to our members through the CGSI website
 Resources to continue the in-depth articles published in the Naše rodina quarterly magazine
Making a bequest or other testamentary gift is actually quite simple. It can be part of your will,
changing the name of the beneficiary of a life insurance policy or IRA, or even a transfer of stock. It is
important, however, that you consult your legal, tax, or investment advisor when making a charitable
gift. CGSI is registered as a 503(c)(3) tax exempt, non-profit organization.
An immediate way to support CGSI financially can be done by visiting the CGSI website and click on
the Membership Renewal tab. Tax-deductible gifts can be made to support the library, the general fund,
or any project of your choosing. Your donation can remain confidential or you may have our thanks
expressed in an upcoming issue of the Naše rodina quarterly magazine, through our Facebook page, or
on the CGSI website message board. Please be sure to state “donation” and to what program/project in
the “Order Comments” box at the bottom of the order page.
Donations can also be made on the renewal forms which are sent in the mail. Checks can be made
payable to CGSI and sent to P.O. Box 16225, St. Paul, MN 55116. Please be sure to state “donation”
and specify the program or project in the memo line of the check.
Any Questions? - you may also email us at treasurer@cgsi.org or call us at 651-964-2322.

How to Get Involved
The biggest step you can take in making your CGSI membership worth the money is to get involved.
We may have doubts going through our minds: What could I possibly do that would be of value? Or,
I’m too old. Or, I’m too far away. Or, don’t have the time. They are all great excuses, but here’s the
reality:
CGSI has almost unlimited ways to use your skills and abilities. Guess what - a volunteer wrote this
New Member kit. Another one mailed it out to you. Another one posted it on our website. Others help
with every service and promoting the ideas you have read or will read about in the remaining pages. We
have volunteers and members across the U.S., in the Czech Republic, Canada, Australia, and more.
Volunteers say it makes them ‘feel good’ to give back. They enjoy meeting and exchanging ideas with
others who share their same interests. They relish the opportunity to use the skills they have developed
throughout their lives: planning, organizing, researching, writing, hosting, designing; and even
developing new skills!
You may even donate your time in increments - offering whatever skills you feel may be beneficial. We
all will benefit from your help! Here are some current projects and opportunities that you can join in on;
no matter where you live and what experience level you have to date:


Helping members translate documents or find a new approach to a research problem



Helping design, maintain and expand our website



Helping locate speakers and coordinate webinars for members across the globe



Volunteering at the library or completing research requests for members



Representing CGSI by manning a booth at a local genealogy meeting, conference, or ethnic
event



Conducting New Member orientation webinars



Creating educational materials for our website, Facebook, Naše rodina, webinars, and quarterly
meetings



Digitizing unique local Czech/Slovak materials to preserve them and make them available to our
members through our library and website.



Doing “local” research to support members doing research from a distance.



Answering the queries and messages posted on the CGSI website.



Documenting cemeteries with Czech/Slovak concentrations.



Writing articles about the history of the Czechs/Slovaks in your community.



Conducting market research to understand the needs of our members—past and present.



Providing marketing support to make CGSI more visible in print, electronic and other means.

If any of these are of interest to you, or if they spark an idea of another way you can support CGSI,
please contact us at volunteers@cgsi.org and we will help you understand any of the above projects or
explore other ways to give back to CGSI.
Together we can make it fun! - Make it rewarding!
Add to the positive experience for yourself and all of our members!

Family Certificates
Pioneer and Century Family Certificates are available from The Czechoslovak Genealogical Society
International to descendants of immigrants from the region known as Czechoslovakia and who meet
the requirements described below:
Pioneer Family Certificate is awarded to an applicant who is directly descended from an
immigrant ancestor who entered the North American continent prior to 1871.
Century Family Certificate is awarded to an applicant who is directly descended from an
immigrant ancestor who entered the North American continent more than 100 years prior to the
date of application.
Official records must be used to document the presence of an immigrant ancestor on the North
American continent. Census records, church records (baptism certificates or marriage certificates), land
records, military records, and probate records are examples of official documents. The earliest date
shown on the records is used to determine eligibility for either the Pioneer or the Century certificate.
The certificates measure 8½ x 11 inches in size and are printed on quality parchment paper.
A committee appointed by the CGSI President evaluates applications and recommends the awarding of
certificates. The certificates are signed by the President and Secretary.
Fees for certificates are:
$15.00 for members of CGSI
$12.00 for certificates with the same ancestor
and descent
$20.00 for non-members
Currently, only check payment is accepted.
Checks will not be deposited until the application
has been evaluated and the awarding of a certificate
has been approved. If there is an issue with
approval, we will help you understand what
additional information is needed for approval.
Completed application forms, official records,
photographs, and the check payment for the
appropriate amount should be sent to:
CGSI , P.O. Box 16225, St. Paul, MN 55116.
For directions and an application form on how to
apply you may also visit our website at
http://www.cgsi.org/about/family-certificates
Any Questions? - you may also email us at
familycertificate@cgsi.org
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